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BOROUGH  OF  BARRY 


Public  Health  Department, 
Woodlands  Road, 

Barry,  Glam. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Barry  Borough  Council 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1949. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  as  indicated  in  Circular 
2/50  (Ministry  of  Health)  of  the  25th  January,  1950,  and  covers  the 
Department’s  work  during  the  Year  in  the  relative  aspects  of  public 
health  and  preventive  medicine. 

Area  of  Borough  : 4,265.6  acres. 


Rateable  Value  : At  19/3/49 — £241,  272  (based  on  a total  of  10,782 

assessments). 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate,  1949/50  £952  9s.  5d. 

Population 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  at  Mid-Year,  1949  : — 

Total  (including  non-civilians)  Population  41,780 

Civilian  Population  41,680 


The  latter  estimate  has  been  used  for  the  statistics  shown  in  this 
Report. 

Sex  and  Age  Distribution  of  Civilian  Population 

The  latest  figures  published  by  the  Registrar-General  in  this 
connection  are  reproduced  on  the  following  page  : — 


BARRY  M.B.  (as  at  31st  December,  1947)  : 


All  Ages 


0 — 4 years 


5—14 

M 

15—17 

M 

18—19 

)f 

20—24 

M 

25—34 

ft 

35—44 

ft 

45—54 

ti 

*55—64 

j » 

65—74 

tt 

75—84 

tt 

85  and 

over 

Males 

Females 

18,281 

20,849 

1,765 

1,677 

2,819 

2,739 

809 

847 

216 

647 

1,084 

1,686 

2,667 

3,134 

2,640 

2,960 

2,592 

2,873 

1,994 

2,123 

1,159 

1,453 

462 

596 

74 

114 

*This  Group  is  sub-divided  for  Females  as  follows  : — 
55 — 59  years  ....  1,181 

60—64  „ ....  942 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  birth-rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  Civilian  population 

Stillbirth-rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  civilian  population  


18.86 

16.27 

10.70 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
(Rates  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  1.25 

Death-Rates  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  livebirths  29.26 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30.46 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.00 


The  statistics  set  out  above  have  been  calculated  from  the  following 
details  of  Births,  Stillbirths  and  Deaths,  which  have  been  adjusted  for 
inward  and  outward  transfers. 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  .... 

Total 


STILLBIRTHS 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate) 
Stillbirths  (Illegitimate) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

391 

364 

755 

15 

16 

31 

406 

380 

786 

Male 

Female 

Total 

9 

3 

12 

1 

— 

1 

10 

3 

13 

Total 
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DEATHS 

All  Ages 

Under  1 year  of  age  (included  above) 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

219 

227 

446 

10 

13 

23 

Vital  Statistics — Tables  I,  II  and  III. 

Table  I (page  7)  sets  out  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  District 
during  the  years  1945-1949. 

Table  II  (page  8)  shows  the  comparative  1949  Birth  Rates, 
Death  Rates  and  certain  Analyses  of  Mortality  in  respect  of  England  and 
Wales,  the  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  the  Smaller  Towns, 
the  Administrative  County  of  London  and  our  own  District. 

In  Table  III  (page  9)  may  be  found  the  Vital  Statistics,  1949 — 
for  the  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan. 


Deaths 

(a)  Distribution  throughout  the  Borough 


Ward  Number  of  Deaths 

Cadoxton  60 

Castleland  45 

Court  53 

Dock  51 

High  Street  55 

Holton 101 

Park  81 


Total  446 


(b)  Causes  and  Age  Groups 

Table  IV  (page  10)  sets  out  details  of  causes  of  death  together  with 
relative  age  grouping.  As  would  be  expected  with  an  ageing  population, 
Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  were  the  two  greatest  single  causes  of  death — 
comparative  figures  with  1948  being  as  follows  : — 

1948 
119 
85 


Heart  Disease 
Cancer 


1949 

138 

76 
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Deaths 
under 
2 years 
of  age 

Enteritis 

and 

Diarrhoea 
(per  1,000 
live  births) 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

3.8 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 
of  age 

All  Causes 
(per  1 ,000 
live 
births) 

1 

# 

32 

37 

30 

29 

0.624 1 29.26 

Tuber- 

cul- 

osis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Influ-  | 
enza 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

0.072 

G 

O 

•£ 

3 

a 

Diph-  | 
theria 

o o o O 

o p op 

O O 0*0 

o 

o 

d 

& 

j 

CJ 

Whoop  j 
ing 

Cough 

t-H  (N  • v—*  t-* 

p p op 

o'  o*  o'  o’ 

o 

p 

d 

o 

o 

CD 
▼— « 

Pneu-  | 
monia 

, 

l 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

0.216 

ate  per 

i 

Acute 
Polio- 
myel- 
itis & 
Polio- 
ence- 
phalitis 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

O 

O 

d 

PS 

X 

*-> 

CO 

<U 

n 

Small 

Pox 

.1 

0.00 

0.00 

o 

o 

d 

Ty- 

phoid 

and 

Para- 

ty- 

phoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

o 

o 

d 

All 

Causes 

t 

11.7 

12.5 

11.6 
12.2 

o 

d 

+ 

£ 

OO 

lian 

ation 

Still 

Births 

t 

0.39 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

p 

d 

l,0i 

Civi 

Populi 

Live 

Births 

t 

16.7 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

1 18.86 

England 
and  Wales 
1 26  County 
Borough  & 
Great 
Towns  (in- 
cluding 
London) 
148  Smaller 
Towns  (Re- 
sident Pop- 
ulation, 
25,000— 
50,000  at 
1931  Census) 
London 
Administra- 
tive County 

BARRY 

t Rates  marked  thus,  in  respect  of  England  and  Wales,  are  per  1,000  total  population. 
* Rate  marked  thus,  in  respect  of  England  and  Wales,  is  per  1,000  related  live  births. 


Table  III — Glamorgan  (Administrative  County) — Vital  Statistics,  1949 
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lORTALITY 
Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

O'  I CO  to  »-*(NOO'0'OOCO'OrHt^r-ll^n  O (N  O'  00  rH  TH 

cn  |rt-m  N*  nnnn-t  rs  m 

Infant  IV 
Deaths 
under 
1 year 

504 

CO  1 CN  CO  rHC<HN(^OrNfSl^COCOOOrHrH  CO  O 00  ^ ^ 

(N  | (N’t  CO  (N  rH  CN  CN  y-h  CN  00  y-h  y-h  r.(NH(N 

BATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

12.2 

no  oo  cq  r^ooinvocNvOY-HY-Htnoo  cq  y-h  oo  O © cn  rq  rq  on  cn 

© O'  y— < y-h  mONrHrHOCOi-0»Jr-<COinCO  © O'  y— i rH  O 00  CO 

y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y— < y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y-h  y— i y-h  y-h  y— i y— < 

Di 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

8,896 

'sO  T-H  QN  (N  MCOrH(SrHrHfOOcncou)0'N  rf-  to  OO  (N  y-<  O (N 

q-  y-h  O'  'trj-rofNOMO^OOrHf^coiO  'O  (N  (N  O' O ro 

CO  q-  'OtH-t-tTHCSro-tfSCSiOYHio  (O  ^ rH  cs co -t 

y-h 

ilRTHS 

| Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

17.1 

ON  CO  ON  O ON  CO  ON  ON  ON  00  O O 00  <S  CO  00  O X h*  00  0"0  ■t 

od  cn  to  oo’  q-  od  o o’  on*  co’  o'  r-’  oo  no*  r>-*  t*-*  vd  cn  cn  to  06  id  i^»*  N- 

Y— 1 Y—t  y—4  ▼— < Y-H  Y-t  CN  CN  Y-H  T— < CN  Y— < Y-H  Y— • Y— < Y“ 1 Y— < Y-H  CN  Y— 1 Y-H  V-H  Y-H  Y-H 

I 

Number 

of 

Births 

12,515 

VO^ONIO  ONrHOOO'O’t-fOCNvOCNrHvOcO  to  O ON  rf  co  CN 

00  y-h  O 0O  O^lr^inoOiO'OYtCNO'XCOX  CO  Y-H  00  VO  to  o 

r-  lOfN  vOCNt^r^T-HCOTt-lOrfCvjNOY-HOO^  Tt-  fO  YH  rj-  VO  O -t 

Y-H 

ON 

N- 

ON 

S g 

Total 

734,610 

OOOO  O O O O CO  O O O O O O r"  o ooooooo 

COYt-roh  lOOcoO'CNOOOO^’t’tcoco  CN  co  co  D"  O co  CO 

y— ^ ©^  vq^  00^  cq_  © no^  y-h^  ©^  ^ cn^  vq^  ^ uq  ^ oq  c-q  uq  rq 

y-h"  y-T  cn"  co"  o co  On"  to"  co"  Y-h"  cn"  oo"  On"  On"  Cn"  n£)"  r»"  y-T  rf-"  y-T  y*-~  cn" 

rt-  CO  N-  N"  y-h  co  CO  CN  CN  CO  CN  y-h  CO  y-h  CO  y-h  y-h  CN  N-  CO  CO 

Y-H 

c .o 

to  rt 

Wp 

a 

o 

a. 

Civilian 

730,400 

OOOO  O O o O CO  o o o o o o o ooooooo 

OO  Yf-  CO  D'-  ^OroO'fNCOOO-H’t’tOfO  O CN  co  O 00  00 

vO  Y-H^O  VO  OO^Uq^CO^©  ^^Orq©^CNvO  tq  oq  Oq  cq  cq  rq 

y-h"  y-h"  cn"  co"  o"  co"  tJ-"  ©T  on  m"  co"  y-h"  cn"  00  On"  On"  cn"  no"  co"  y-h"  rf  y-T  N-"cn" 

t}-  CO  Yh  Yj-  rH  CO  CO  CN  CN  CO  CN  y-h  CO  y-h  CO  y-h  y-h  CN  N*  CO  CO 

Administrative  County 

Boroughs : 

Barry  M.B. 

Cowbridge  M.B 

Neath  M.B. 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

Urban  Districts  : 

Aberdare  Urban  .... 
Bridgend  Urban  .... 
Caerphilly  Urban  .... 
Gelligaer  Urban  .... 
Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Llwchwr  Urban  .... 
Maesteg  Urban 
Mountain  Ash  Urban 
Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  ... 
Penarth  Urban 
Pontypridd  Urban 
Porthcawl  Urban 
Rhondda  Urban  .... 

; Rural  Districts  : — 

Cardiff  Rural 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Gower  Rural 
Llantrisant  Rural 
Neath  Rural 
Penybont  Rural 
Pontardawe  Rural 
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Births  and  Deaths — 1889  to  1949 

It  is  felt  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  trace  the  variation  of  Births 
and  Deaths  in  this  Area  since  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Barry — -published  in  the  year  1889. 

Details  are  given  in  Tables  V and  VI  (pages  12  and  13).  Table  VI 
is  to  be  found  on  page  14  in  the  form  of  a graph  and  shows  in  a striking 
manner  the  “shift  to  the  right”  in  the  age  at  which  death  occurs. 

During  the  last  sixty  years,  infant  mortality  has  declined  enor- 
mously while  deaths  at  the  age  of  65  and  over  have  increased  in  propor- 
tion. The  increased  death-rate  in  the  latter  group  points  to  the 
well-known  fact  that  the  expectation  of  life  of  the  higher  age  groups 
has  increased  rapidly  during  this  period.  It  may  be  assumed  that  this 
change  is  due  to  several  factors  amongst  which  should  be  placed  — 
advances  in  preventive  and  curative  medicine  and  the  improved  social 
conditions  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  It  is  estimated  that  over  30  per 
cent,  of  deaths  in  Barry  in  1949  occurred  at  75  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
whilst  in  1900  this  figure  was  only  4 per  cent. 

This  fact,  however,  leads  to  a fresh  problem — the  care  of  the  aged. 
The  small  families  of  the  present  time  find  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
care  for  their  aged  relatives  without  outside  aid.  Provision  of  more 
hostels  and  hospitals  will  partially  solve  the  problem,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we  shall,  in  future — by  various  means — be  able  to  prevent 
much  of  the  ill-health  suffered  by  many  old  people  today. 


TABLE  V 

Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates — 1889  to  1949 
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Year 

CjN 

% of 
total 
during 
year. 

5.2 

0.4 

2.0 

32.7 

59.6 

On 

No.  of 
Deaths 

23 

2 

9 

146 

266 

QN 

CO 

% of 
total 
during 
year. 

5.2 
2.7 

6.2 
34.0 
51.9 

No.  of 
| Deaths 

25 

13 

30 

165 

252 

ON 

<N 

% of 
total 
during 
year.  1 

11.1 

6.0 

8.4 

39.7 

34.8 

No.  of 
Deaths 

48 

26 

36 

171 

150 

Qs 

% of 
total 
during 
year. 

19.2 

7.4 

12.1 

36.1 

25.2 

No.  of 
Deaths 

81 

31 

51 

152 

106 

ON 

o 

% of 
total 
during 
year. 

25.9 

5.3 

11.5 
37.7 

19.6 

No.  of 
Deaths  | 

83 

17 

37 

121 

63 

ON 

ON 

0/  nf 
/o  OI 
total 
during 
year. 

47.8 

15.9 
6.8 

18.1 

11.4 

00 

No.  of 
Deaths 

240 

80 

34 

91 

57 

ON 

00 

% of 
total 
during 
| year. 

45.8 

14.2 

11.7 

20.0 

8.3 

No.  of 
Deaths 

^ o 

to  T-H  1-H  CS  r-H 

Age  Group 

Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-25  years 
25-65  years 
65  years  and  over 

# 

PtitctMTACEL  OF  OEATHS  (ALL  AGES)  168  9 -1949 


1869  1899  1909  1919  1929  1939  1949 

SYMBOLS  - UNDER.  I YR.  — X — X—  25-65  YR-S 


I-B  YUS.  65  YIL3.  AND  OVER. 

— • — 6-25  Y R.3. 
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Maternal  Welfare 

Notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Twelve  cases  were  notified  during  the  Year,  giving  a rate  of 
15.02  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

In  1948,  three  cases  were  notified,  the  rate  of  incidence  being  3.82. 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  6.31 
and  for  the  148  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Population  25,000-50,000 
at  1931  Census)  5.30. 

The  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  all  of  a mild  type  and  rapidly 
responded  to  treatment.  No  death  occurred. 

Deaths 

During  the  Year,  one  death  was  reported  as  due  to  “Other  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition”,  thus  giving  a Maternal  Death  Rate  of 
1.25  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was 
0.98  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


Infant  Mortality 

During  the  Year, there  were  23  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  and  the  following  Table  shows  the  various  causes. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

| 2-3  weeks 

| 3-4  weeks 

Total  Number  under 
4 weeks 

4 weeks  and  under 
3 months 

1 3 months  and  under 

6 months 

6 months  and  under 
9 months 

9 months  and  under 
12  months 

Total  deaths  under 
one  year 

Tuberculosis — Other 
Forms 

1 

i 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Gastro-enteritis  .... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Intussusception  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Atelectasis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Birth  Injury 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Haemolytic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  (Thymus) 

- 

“ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

12 

- 

- 

2 

14 

2 

3 

4 

— 

23 
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For  the  purposes  of  comparison  over  a period  of  40  years,  the 
following  Table  has  been  compiled  to  show  the  decrease  in  Infant 
Deaths  between  the  ages  of  one  month  and  one  year.  This  is  due, 
inter  alia,  to  the  improved  methods  of  Child  Welfare  and  the  resultant 
decline  of  acute  infectious  states,  such  as  gastro-enteritis,  etc. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  not  been  a similar  decrease  in  the 
neo-natal  period  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  research  in  Ante- 
Natal  care  will  eventually  discover  the  root  causes  of  Prematurity  which 
is  the  greatest  single  cause  of  death  during  this  period. 

Of  recent  years  the  care  of  the  premature  infant  has  been  a subject 
of  very  high  priority  and  one  which  has  assumed  the  greatest  importance 
so  that  these  children  may  have  a healthy  start  in  life. 


Year 

Ag 

e Groups  of  ] 
(Rate 

Deaths  under 
ser  1 ,000  Liv 

1 year  of  age 
e births) 

Under 

1 week 

4 weeks 

3 months 

6 months 

1 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

week 

4 weeks 

3 months 

6 months 

12  months 

1909 

17.2 

9.7 

19.3 

22.6 

20.4 

1919 

29.7 

22.3 

12.4 

17.3 

18.6 

1929 

30.7 

8.8 

13.2 

4.4 

13.2 

1939 

13.6 

3.0 

4.5 

12.1 

4.5 

1949 

15.3 

2.3 

2.5 

3.8 

5.1 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  — BARRY  M.B.  1949  TABLE  VII 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. . 

Dysentery 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

Other  Forms  T.B. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Measles  . . 

Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning  . . 

Totals 

37  Admissions  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  Sanatoria  during  the  Year 
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Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

Table  VII  (page  17)  sets  out  details  of  cases  notified  during  the 
Year  and  shows  distribution  throughout  the  District. 

Comparative  notification  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  the  Smaller 
Towns  and  Barry,  are  given  in  the  following  Table  (VIII) 


TABLE  VIII 


Notifiable  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases,  1949 


Disease 

Notificati 

on  Rate  per  1 ,000  Civilian 
Population 

i 

Barry 

England 

and 

Wales 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  Population 
' 25,000-50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.624 

1.63 

1.83 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

0.60 

2.39 

2.39 

Diphtheria  .... 

— 

0.04 

0.04 

Erysipelas  .... 

0.24 

0.19 

0.19 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

14.562 

8.95 

9.18 

Pneumonia  .... 

0.648 

0.80 

0.65 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.072 

0.13 

0.12 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  .... 

— 

0.01 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.096 

0.14 

0.14 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

59  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  17  Other  Forms,  were 
notified  during  the  Year,  as  compared  with  53  and  18  respectively 
for  1948. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  0.552  per 
1,000  population  as  compared  with  0.528  for  1948. 

The  death-rate  in  respect  of  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  was 
0.072  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  0.144  for  1948. 

Details  of  cases  on  the  Register  were  as  follows  : — 


19 


Pu 

M 

mona 

F 

ry 

+-» 

O 

h 

Non- 

F 

Pulm< 

M 

>nary 

15 

o 

h 

Total 

Pulmonary  & 
Non-Pulmonary 

At — 1st  January,  1949 
At — 31st  December,  1949 

101 

117 

102 

110 

203 

227 

30 

34 

43 

47 

73 

81 

276 

308 

The  following  Table  shows  the  classification  of  new  cases  and 
deaths  during  1949,  according  to  age  groups  and  sex  : — 


Table  IX 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pul 

moi 

lary 

Non 

mor 

-Pul- 

\ary 

Pu 

mor 

1- 

iary 

Non- 

mon 

Pul- 

ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 Year 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 5 Years 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  Years 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  Years 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  Years 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  Years 

4 

6 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 — 35  Years 

5 

7 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

35 — 45  Years 

5 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 65  Years 

12 

3 

1 

2 

6 

4 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

34 

25 

6 

11 

14 

9 

1 

2 

Note — The  details  of  deaths  given  in  the  above  Table  relate  to  the  total  notified 
cases  on  the  Register.  Of  the  cases  notified  during  1949,  i.e.,  76, 
seven  died  during  the  Year. 

During  the  Year,  an  analysis  was  made  of  the  housing  state  of  the 
54  patients  (Pulmonary)  notified  during  the  period  June,  1947-June, 
1948,  the  details  being  as  follows 

The  housing  accommodation  occupied  by  these  patients,  at  time 
of  notification,  could  be  classified — 


Very  good  3 

Good  30 

Fair  11 

Bad  7 

Unknown  3 
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Fourteen  of  these  patients  gave  a close  family-house  history  of 
contact  with  other  tuberculosis  sufferers,  i.e.,  members  of  the  family 
and  living  with  them.  The  housing  conditions  (included  in  details 
given  before)  of  this  group  were  : — 

Very  good  2 

Good  6 

Fair  4 

Bad  2 

Enquiries  as  regards  sleeping  accommodation,  i.e.,  bedroom  used 
by  the  patient — in  respect  of  the  54  cases — revealed  the  following 
details  : — No.  of  cases 

Patient  sleeping  alone  27 

,,  sharing  room  with  spouse  15 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  one  other  person  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  two  other  persons  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  three  other  persons  1 

Not  known  3 


Observations,  on  the  subsequent  history  of  those  cases  who  were 
then  (on  notification)  sharing  rooms  with  one  or  more  persons  (exclud- 
ing those  sharing  only  with  spouse),  are  set  out  below  : — 

(a)  Bedroom  shared  with  one  other  person  (one  case). 

(i)  Other  rooms  available. 

(b)  Bedroom  shared  with  two  other  persons  (7  cases) 

(i)  Mother  and  two  children — Re-housed  on  the  Special 
Health  List. 

(ii)  Husband,  wife  and  one  child — On  Special  Health  List — 
will  be  re-housed  upon  wife’s  discharge  from  Sanatorium. 

(iii)  Husband,  wife  and  one  child — Re-housed  on  Special 
Health  List. 

(iv)  Husband,  wife  and  one  child — Patient  too  ill  to  move— 
Died  1948. 

(v)  Husband,  wife  and  one  child — On  present  Health  List. 

(vi)  Girl  of  19  years  sharing  with  parents — Patient  left  district  in 
May,  1949. 

(vii)  Husband,  wife  and  one  child.  (Husband  and  wife  both 

T.B.) — Re-housed  on  Special  Health  List. 

(c ) Bedroom  shared  with  three  other  persons  (1  case). 

(i)  Girl  with  mother  and  sisters — Re-housed  on  Special  Health 
List. 
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The  numbers  involved  and  the  absence  of  a control  group  make  it 
impossible  to  drawn  any  conclusions  as  to  the  effects  of  housing  on  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  eight 
patients  forced  by  overcrowding  to  share  a room  with  other  persons,  six 
have  been  re-housed  under  the  Council’s  House  Letting  Scheme. 

(b)  Other  Notifiable  Diseases 

715  cases  were  notified  during  the  Year  compared  with  677  in  1948. 
The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  those 
removed  to  hospital  during  1948  and  1949. 


Table  X 


Number 

Notified 

Number 
to  He 

removed 

3spital 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever 

71 

26 

65 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

197 

25 

3 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Measles  (excluding  Rubella) 

365 

607 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

21 

27 

1 

14 

Dvsentery 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

12 

3 

9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

12 

10 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

677 

715 

83 

57 

Poliomyelitis 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  Year, though  one  patient  (female — 
aged  30  years)  had  a severe  attack  and  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  still  in 
hospital . 

The  other  two  cases  were  children  (male — aged  2\  years  and 
female — aged  5 years),  both  of  whom  have  recovered  with  very  slight 
residual  paralysis  of  one  limb. 

None  of  these  patients  had  been  recently  immunised  or  vaccinated 
and  their  history  gave  no  pointer  to  the  possible  mode  of  infection. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  Year.  The  last  case  notified  in  the 
Area  was  in  February,  1947,  and  no  death  has  occurred  for  the  last 
seven  years. 
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It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  remarkable  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  is  largely  due  to  the  intensive  Immunisation  Campaigns 
of  recent  years. 

Measles 

Measles  incidence  was  greatest  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  Year  and 
was  a continuation  of  the  outbreak  which  occurred  towards  the  end 
of  1948. 

The  death-rate  was  0.000  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
0.024  in  1948. 

Food  Poisoning 

A note  on  this  subject  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


Catarrhal  Jaundice 

Towards  the  end  of  the  Year  it  was  brought  to  my  notice  that 
Catarrhal  Jaundice  was  assuming  a prevalence  hitherto  unknown  in  this 
Area.  Though  this  is  not  a Notifiable  Disease,  all  the  doctors  in  the 
District  agreed  to  inform  me  of  cases  seen  by  them.  These  cases  were 
visited  and,  in  the  course  of  investigations,  it  was  found  that  five  known 
sporadic  cases  had  occurred  during  the  second  half  of  1948,  and,  from 
then  on,  one  or  two  monthly  until  October,  1949,  when  the  epidemic 
commenced  to  flare  up.  At  the  time  of  writing,  I am  still  being 
informed  of  fresh  cases;  the  investigation  continues  and  it  is  hoped  to 
present  a report  at  a later  date. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  Regulations, 
relating  to  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172) 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section,  which  empowers  the 
Council  to  apply  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  Hospital  of  infectious 
persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health),  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

Public  Mortuary 

During  the  Year,  the  re-organisation  and  modernisation  of  the 
Public  Mortuary  was  commenced.  It  is  hoped  to  provide  a “Viewing 
Room”  and  an  up-to-date  Post-Mortem  Room. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47. — No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  during  the  Year. 
Action  was  contemplated  in  one  instance  but  it  was  eventually  found 
possible,  by  other  means,  to  obtain  the  desired  removal. 

Section  50  (Burial  of  the  Dead). — It  was  found  necessary  to  take  action 
under  this  Section  in  three  instances  where  no  “liable  relatives”  could 
be  traced.  In  one  case,  full  costs  were  recovered  from  the  deceased’s 
estate. 

Health  Education 

During  the  Year  under  review, the  Health  Committee  of  the  Barry 
Corporation  intensified  its  efforts  to  promote  increased  public  awareness 
of  all  aspects  of  positive  health,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  pre- 
paration of  clean  and  safe  food. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Summer  trading  season,  the  Corporation 
engaged  Dr.  Scott  Thomson  (Medical  Research  Council)  to  deliver  two 
lectures  on  food  handling  to  confectioners,  caterers,  ice-cream  and 
prepared  meat  product  handlers.  It  was  felt  that  neglect  of  sound 
hygiene  by  this  section  of  the  population  could  cause  widespread  ill- 
health.  The  lectures  were  well  attended  and  the  audience  showed  keen 
interest  in  the  mode  of  spread  of  “food  poisoning  organisms”  and  in  the 
methods  of  prevention. 

As  will  be  seen  elsewhere  in  the  Report,  the  propaganda  on  clean 
and  safe  food  was  continued  throughout  the  Year  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  their  frequent  visits  to  these  establishments. 

In  June,  a Civic  Services  Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Borough. 
It  was  arranged  by  the  Corporation  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Control  Division)  and  was  open 
to  the  public  for  three  days.  Organised  parties  of  children,  from  all  the 
Modem  and  Grammar  Schools  in  the  area,  attended  at  times  set  apart 
for  them.  It  was  estimated  that  over  5,000  people  attended  this 
Exhibition,  including  1,500  school  children. 

The  emphasis  of  the  Exhibition  was  on  health  and  cleanliness  (in 
the  home,  in  shops  and  in  storage  of  food — prevention  of  rat  har- 
bourage, etc.),  but  the  work  of  all  the  various  departments  of  the 
Corporation  was  set  out  in  an  interesting  and  graphic  form.  The 
various  exhibits  were  as  follows  : — 

1. — Health  Department 

(a)  Control  of  infection,  e.g.,  fly  menace, diphtheria  immunisation, 
etc. 

( b ) Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  e.g.,  housing,  food,  etc. 

(c)  Port  Health. 

( d ) Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
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2.  — Borough  Engineer’s  Department 

( a ) Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage 

(, b ) Water  supplies  for  swimming  baths. 

(c)  Care  of  the  Beaches. 

3.  — Corporation’s  House  Letting  Scheme. 

4.  — Clean  and  dirty  shops  and  kitchens. 

5.  — Preparation  of  ice-cream. 

6.  — Road  Safety. 

7.  — Blood  Transfusion  (Donor  Service). 

8/ — Rodent  Control — continuous  films  were  shown  on  this  subject. 

Each  stall  was  attended  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  department 
concerned  and  all  were  kept  fully  employed  in  answering  the  many 
questions  put  by  visitors. 

It  is  felt  that  this  Exhibition  served  a very  useful  purpose,  particu- 
larly in  making  the  school  children — who  will  be  the  future  Citizens  of 
the  Borough — conscious  of  the  many  duties  of  the  Corporation,  most 
of  these  activities  having  a bearing  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree  on  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  assessing  the  value  of  the  various  methods  of  education  on  health 
matters  in  general  and  food  handling  in  particular,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  large  scale  propaganda,  i.e.,  exhibitions,  lectures,  posters,  etc., 
have  a very  important  “boosting  value”,  but  would  have  little  effect 
without  the  day-to-day  help  and  advice  given  to  the  public  by  all 
members  of  Health  Departments  and  to  the  children  by  the  health 
education  programmes  carried  out  by  the  teachers  at  school. 

High  standards  of  food  handling  will  only  be  attained  by  a well 
educated  community.  This  can  be  achieved  by  the  team  work  of  all 
whose  wide  day-to-day  contact  with  the  public  gives  them  constant 
opportunities  of  raising  the  general  standard  of  hygienic  living. 

Most  modern  kitchen  equipment  is  very  easily  kept  clean  and 
refrigeration  simplifies  storage  of  foodstuffs.  I feel  that  in  the  majority 
of  food  poisoning  outbreaks  the  error  is  human  and  not  mechanical, 
though  this  is  no  excuse  for  badly  planned  and  antiquated  premises 
being  used  for  food  preparation. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

One  small  outbreak  was  reported  during  the  Year,  four  cases — all 
members  of  one  family — being  notified. 

The  infection  was  mild  and  the  illnesses  lasted  for  less  than  4S 
hours.  In  spite  of  intensive  enquiries  and  laboratory  investigation,  the 
causative  foodstuffs  and  organisms  could  not  be  traced. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water 

The  whole  of  the  area  of  the  Corporation  is  supplied  with  water 
from  Taff  Fechan  and  is  good  in  quality  and  plentiful  in  quantity. 
The  water  is  received  in  a storage  reservoir  at  St.  Lythans  and  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  district.  Chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  are  periodically  made  and  the  results  are  invariably  good. 

In  addition  to  the  supply  for  domestic  consumption,  the  Corpora- 
tion undertakes  to  supply  a considerable  quantity  of  water  to  the  Docks 
and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  for  its  docks  and  railway  undertakings. 

9,713  dwellings  are  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains  direct 
to  the  houses  and  approximately  200  premises  (including  squatters' 
huts  and  temporary  bungalows)  are  supplied  from  standpipes  or 
communal  taps. 


Copies  of  typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  are  set  out 
below  : — 

Chemical  Analysis 


Date  of  Analysis  .... 

Appearance  in  two-foot  tube 
Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 
Reaction,  pH 
Total  Hardness — 

( a ) Temporary 
0 b ) Permanent 
Chlorides  expressed  as  Cl. 
Nitrates  expressed  as  N. 

Nitrites  expressed  as  N 
Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80 
F.  from  Permanganate 
Poisonous  Metals  .... 

Volume  of  Sediment 


degrees 


Residual  Free  Chlorine  in  parts  per  million 
Remarks 


3/2/49 — 5/2/49 
Pale  yellowish 


35 

-a 

7.2 

ce 

3.8 

3 

0 

rC 

*■» 

TJ 

<U 

1.0 

Practically  Nil. 

Nil. 

C 

3 

0.0010 

JZ 

0.0036 

u 

a 

C f) 

V. 

Nil 

Iron  0.01 

03 

J a 

<0.05 

green,  clear 


Practically  Nil.  Amorphous 
debris. 

Nil. 

A soft  neutral  water  containing 
a faint  trace  of  dissolved  iron. 
The  chemical  results  are  satis- 
factory and  the  physical 
characters  are  fairly  satisfactory 


Bacteriological  Analysis 

Bacteria  developing  per  ml.  at  22  °C.  in  3 days.  .. 
Bacteria  developing  per  ml.  at  37  °C.  in  2 days.  .. 
Presumptive  Coliform  Count 
Approximate  faecal  Coli  Count 
Approximate  non-faecal  Coli  Count 
Remarks  


7 

0 per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 
0 per  100  ml. 
Satisfactory. 


Rivers  and  Streams 


There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  of  any  size  in  the  area. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  are  two  main  sea  outfall  systems  of  sewerage  disposal  in  the 
area,  one  situated  at  Cold  Knap  in  the  western  end,  and  the  other  at 
Bendrick  Rocks  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  town. 

Three  small  septic  tank  installations  operate  in  the  west  end  of  the 
district,  but  these  will  be  done  away  with  when  an  additional  sewer  is 
constructed  in  the  Porthkerry  Park  area. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  farmsteads  and  outlying  houses,  all 
other  premises  are  connected  with  the  public  sewer. 


Sunshine  Record 

The  following  are  details  of  the  monthly  recorded  sun  hours 


during  the  Year. 

January  64.1 

February  111.4 

March  131.7 

April  159.6 

May  241.1 

June  273.0 

July  273.0 

August  221.34 

September  124.15 

October  110.6 

November  63.5 

December  47.0 


Total 1,820.49  hours 


Monthly  average  

Daily  average  for  the  Year 


151.7  hours 
5 hours  (approx.) 
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Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Work  Carried  out  during  the  Year  1949 


Registered  Premises 

No. on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Premises 
where 
Nuisances 
or  Defects 
discovered 

No.  of 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Re- 
visits 

Common  Lodging 
Houses 

1 

4 

Seamen’s  Lodging 
Houses 

24 

91 

2 

2 

5 

Cowsheds 

18 

57 

3 

3 

7 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

52 

159 

3 

3 

6 

Bakehouses  ) 

25 

89 

7 

6 

13 

Factories  ) 

164 

452 

14 

12 

27 

Total 

284 

852 

29 

26 

58 

Other  Premises  : 
House  Inspection 

811 

737 

675 

2,207 

Testing  of  Drains 

90 

(included 

above) 

103 

Schools  and  Public 
Buildings 

5 

1 





Tents  and  Vans 

37 

3 

2 

19 

Lanes  and  Dumps 

82 

9 

5 

22 

Total  .... 

1,025 

750 

682 

2,351 

Inspection  of  Meat, 
Foods,  etc.  : 
Butchers’  Premises 

176 

12 

7 

16 

Grocers’  and  Provision 
Shops 

337 

21 

11 

19 

Fish  and  Fruit  Premises 

170 

12 

9 

14 

Fish  Friers’  Premises 

87 

9 

5 

11 

Total 

770 

54 

32 

60 

Grand  Total 

284 

2,647 

833 

740 

2,469 

Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations 

Particulars  of  inspection  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  premises 
controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations  are  detailed  in  the  summary  of 
sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  Year. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district,  registered 
to  accommodate  17  persons.  This  house  has  been  frequently  inspected 
and  the  Byelaws  found  to  be  generally  well  observed. 
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Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  24  seamen’s  lodging  houses  in  the  district,  registered  to 
accommodate  196  seamen.  The  houses  are  well  kept  and  regulated, 
and  are  subject  to  constant  supervision. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

The  limited  number  of  temporary  structures  in  the  district  have 
been  in  existence  for  a number  of  years  more  than  was  originally 
intended  and  some  are  showing  signs  of  deterioration.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  most  necessitous  cases  will  be  considered  for  re-housing  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit. 


Factories 

The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  systematically  inspected 
and  the  details  are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 

(Factories  Act,  1937) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 , 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

68 

201 

11 

None 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

116 

328 

7 

None 

Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

5 

12 

None 

Total  

189 

541 

18 

None 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Numbei 

of  cases  in  v 
foun 

'hich  defects  were 
d 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

red 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

5 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 







_ 

_ 

Inadequate  Ven- 
tilation (S.4) 

2 

2 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  (S.6) 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conve- 
niences (S.7)  .... 
(a)  Insufficient  .... 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

6 

6 

_ 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

2 

2 

Other  offences 
against  the  Actfnot 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work) .... 

Total 

18 

18 

— 

1 

— 

3 — Outwork — During  the  Year,  sixteen  outworkers  were  notified  as  residing  in 
this  district. 

Housing 

(a)  Clearance  and  Improvement  Areas — Barry  is  a comparatively 
new  town  and  consequently  no  areas  have  been  scheduled  for  “Clear- 
ance“  or  “Improvement”. 

(b)  Demolitions. — No  demolitions  were  carried  out  during  the 
Year. 

Housing  Repairs 

The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  makes  the  task  of  enforcing 
housing  repairs  a difficult  one,  especially  in  the  case  of  lower-rented 
properties.  Constant  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  older 
properties  are  meeting  with  a degree  of  success,  although  formal  action 
has  to  be  used  in  some  instances, 
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Housing — General 

Number  of  inhabited  premises  at  31/3/49 — 


Houses  9,013 

Houses/Shops 510 

Prefabricated  Bungalows  100 

Squatters’  Hutments  163 


Total  9,786 


Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  Year — 

Council 62 

Private 4 

Total  66 


Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  Year — 


Council 64 

Private 24 

Total  88 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  at  30th  December,  1949  1,580 

(This  figures  includes  100  Prefabricated  Bungalows.) 


House  Letting  Scheme 

At  the  end  of  1949,  the  Council  reviewed  their  House  Letting 
Scheme,  deciding  that  the  revised  one  should  operate  from  the 
1st  April,  1950. 

The  Scheme  generally  is  administered  by  the  Borough  Treasurer 
but  certain  aspects  of  it  affect  the  Department  and  these  are  discussed  in 
the  following  paragraphs. 

Under  the  Scheme,  applications  are  divided  into  four  lists — 

(i)  R.A.F.  (for  R.A.F.  Houses  only). 

(ii)  Old  Age  Pensioners  (for  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Houses  only). 

(iii)  Sub-standard  accommodation. 

(iv)  General. 

with  an  additional  subsidiary  Special  Health  List. 

R.A.F. 

This  is  a specialised  list  which  does  not  concern  the  Department  in 
any  way. 
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Old  Age  Pensioners 

The  Old  Age  Pensioners’  houses  are  let  according  to  date  applica- 
tion, provided  there  is  need.  Some  priority  is  occasionally  given  on 
this  List  to  those  whose  health  is  markedly  affected  by  their  living 
conditions. 

Sub-Standard  Accommodation 

This  part  of  the  Corporation’s  Scheme  provides  for  a proportion  of 
lettings  to  be  made  to  occupants  of  sub-standard  accommodation,  e.g., 
caravans,  military  camp  hutments,  temporary  structures,  condemned 
properties,  etc. 

General  List 

This  List — the  main  structure  of  the  Scheme — is  based  on  density 
of  occupation  but  among  the  several  other  conditions  is  subject  to 
Clause  B (reproduced  herewith) — 

“Insanitary  Conditions  and  Absence  of  Normal  Health  Requirements 
Where  the  premises  occupied  are  certified  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition  or  to  lack  normal  health 
facilities,  e.g.,  water  supply,  drainage,  sanitation,  etc.,  the  number  of 
points  to  be  awarded  shall  be  determined  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
according  to  the  conditions,  with  a maximum  of  4 points.  These 
additional  points  shall  be  subject  to  the  applicant’s  residence  at  the 
said  premises  for  at  least  two  years.” 

During  the  Year,  453  premises  were  inspected  in  connection  with 
Clause  B and  details  of  sanitary  marks  to  be  awarded  were  forwarded  to 
the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department. 

As  will  be  noted  in  Clause  D — referred  to  under  the  next  sub- 
heading— no  provision  is  made  in  the  General  List  for  the  assessment 
of  points  on  personal  health  grounds.  However,  certain  adjustments 
are  permissible  in  instances  where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  can 
certify  that  chronic  ill-health  in  an  applicant’s  house  has  necessitated 
the  use  of  a separate  bedroom. 

Special  Health  List 

Clause  D of  the  Scheme  relates  to  Exceptional  Health  Cases 
and  is  set  out  below  : — 

“In  the  case  of  the  ordinary  applicant,  no  regard  shall  be  had  to 
ill-health,  or  complaints  of  a common  character,  and  no  points  shall 
be  awarded  therefor.  Where  a person  is  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  or  other  exceptional  condition  of  health  that  is  directly 
affected  by  the  housing  conditions  in  which  the  person  is  living,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  if  personally  satisfied  of  the  need  and 
urgency  of  the  case,  may  include  such  person  in  a Special  Health 
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Category  and  from  time  to  time  recommend  any  person  in  such 
category  for  immediate  housing.  The  applications  of  all  such 
persons  shall,  in  the  meantime,  remain  on  the  General  List.” 

The  List  is  also  subject  to  the  Scheme’s  “Residence  Qualification” 
requirements. 

During  the  Year,  seven  families  were  re-housed  under  this  List. 
Allocation  Between  Lists 

The  allocation  between  the  foregoing  Lists  (other  than  the  R.A.F. 
and  Old  Age  Pensioners’)  is  that  in  each  twelve  houses  available  for 
letting  to  these  classes  of  applicants,  ten  shall  be  allocated  to  the 
General  List,  one  to  the  Special  Health  Category,  and  one  to  the  Sub- 
standard Accommodation  List. 

Waiting  List 

It  is  understood  from  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  Year, there  were  over  2,000  outstanding  applications  for 


Corporation  houses — 

General  List  1,858 

Old  Age  Pensioners  125 

R.A.F.  List  29 


2,012 


(Note — Special  Health  Category  cases  included  in  the  General  List.) 

Squatters 

163  former  Army  Huts  are  occupied  by  squatters  and  these 
structures  are  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation, acting  as  agents  for 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Re-housing  of  the  occupants  has,  so  far, 
been  based  upon  their  previous  position  on  the  Housing  List  but  the 
new  provision  in  the  Corporation’s  House  Letting  Scheme  under  the 
heading  “Sub-standard  Accommodation”  now  also  deals  with  this 
aspect  of  re-housing. 

Drains 

During  the  Year,  90  drains  were  tested  upon  complaint  or  after 
repairs  had  been  carried  out.  It  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous 
reports  that  all  drains  are  subject  to  inspection  before  being  closed  in. 

Rodent  Control 

Rodent  Control  has  been  exercised  in  this  area  since  the  Rats  and 
Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  the  Corporation  have  had  a rodent 
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operator  in  their  service  since  the  Act  came  into  operation.  Complaints 
received  are  immediately  investigated  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries’  methods  of  destruction  are  followed.  During  the  Year, 
152  premises  were  treated,  viz.,  84  private  dwelling  houses,  45  business 
premises,  and  23  Local  Authority  properties.  Follow-up  visits  were 
made  in  every  instance. 

Sewers  are  periodically  pre-baited  and  the  results  indicate  the 
value  of  the  work  done.  Close  co-operation  exists  between  the 
Ministry  and  the  Corporation  in  dealing  with  this  problem. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  bi-weekly  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  daily  removal  of 
trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  mechanical  transport.  Salvage 
work  in  connection  with  the  post-war  effort  has  been  maintained  in 
conjunction  with  public  cleansing  but  the  amount  salvaged  is  gradually 
being  reduced  as  the  demand  decreases. 

The  ordinary  household  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Refuse  Destruc- 
tor and  burnt.  Temporary  refuse  tips  have  been  established  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town  to  deal  with  any  excess  refuse  that  cannot  be  dealt 
with  at  the  Refuse  Destructor. 


Bed  Bugs 

Forty-one  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  and  investiga- 
tions made  in  each  case.  Infestation  in  Corporation  houses  is  dealt 
with  by  our  own  employees  and  in  privately-owned  houses  by  the 
occupants.  Instructions  are  given  as  to  the  methods  to  be  employed 
and  insecticides  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

Twenty-six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  Year  and 
of  these,  three  were  reported  unsatisfactory.  In  such  cases,  steps  were 
taken  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  methods  of  production,  and 
advice  given  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  results. 
Follow-up  samples  were  taken  in  each  case  until  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 

This  Order  was  applicable  up  to  the  end  of  September,  1949,  and 
under  its  provisions,  one  person  was  licensed  for  the  pasteurisation  of 
milk,  five  as  dealers  in  Pasteurised  Milk  and  three  in  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk. 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949,  and  The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949. 
As  a result  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  all  premises  from  which  sterilised  milk  is  sold 
now  have  to  be  registered,  whereas  it  is  known  that  previously  many 
such  establishments  were  not  so  registered. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

There  are  18  producers  and  52  retailers  of  milk  within  the  area  of 
the  Council.  Generally  speaking,  premises  of  both  producers  and 
retailers  were  kept  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  quantity  of  milk 
produced  within  the  area  is  relatively  small,  probably  amounting  to  not 
more  than  30  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  consumed. 

The  advent  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  placed  the  responsibility 
for  the  registration  of  dairy  farmers  and  of  dairy  farms  on  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Local  Authorities  are  now  responsible 
for  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  other  dairy  premises. 


Ice-Cream 

Strict  supervision  of  all  premises  manufacturing  and  retailing 
ice-cream  was  exercised  throughout  the  Year  and  57  samples  were 
taken.  Follow-up  samples  were  taken  in  every  case  where  unsatisfac- 
tory results  were  originally  obtained. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  which 
appears  to  afford  the  best  available  means  for  the  routine  grading  of 
ice-cream. 

The  samples  were  graded  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1 


27 

14 

10 

6 


Total 


57 
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Meat  Inspection  (Public  Abattoir) 

The  whole  of  the  meat  inspection  in  the  Public  Abattoir  is  carried 
out  by  your  Meat  Inspectors  and  the  results  of  the  inspections  are 
indicated  in  the  following  Table — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

940 

793 

987 

10,769 

228 

Number  inspected  .... 

940 

793 

987 

10,769 

228 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

3 

10 

40 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

41 

375 

2 

539 

43 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

4.68 

47.67 

1.22 

5.38 

20.18 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

31 

13 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

63 

301 

— 

— 

41 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.98 

41.87 

1.32 

— 

19.74 

Meat  Inspection  (Shops) 

1,494  lbs.  of  Meat  were  condemned  in  Butchers’  shops.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  meat  was  found  to  be  affected  with  internal 
decomposition. 

Food  Inspection 

Food  inspections  were  regularly  carried  out  and  during  the  Year, 
11,944  lbs.  of  various  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Shops  and  Offices 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  have  been  enforced  but  restric- 
tions placed  upon  trade  have  resulted  in  much  shorter  hours  being 
worked  than  was  formerly  the  case. 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  as  to  nuisances 
caused  by  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 


36 


% 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1949 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  ( a ) Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  811 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2,207 

(2)  (fl)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  143 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  151 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  675 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  704 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  sendee  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  2 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  Year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  Year  

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  Year  

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  

It  is  regretted  that  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  furnish  the 
desired  information  in  respect  of  this  part  of  the  Act.  Accurate 
details  regarding  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  are  not 
available  for  although  the  post-War  conditions  make  it  desirable  for 
many  new  houses  to  be  built,  few  existing  dwellings  in  Barry  are  over- 
crowded within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

The  Barry  Corporation  are  building  houses  as  fast  as  their 
allocation  permits  and  62  were  completed  during  the  Year. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

No  case  of  legal  proceedings  was  taken  during  the  Year. 
DISINFECTION 

During  the  Year,  93  houses  were  disinfected,  also  a large  quantity 
of  bedding  and  clothing  at  the  Steam  Disinfector. 


See 

► Remarks 
below 


STAFFING 


On  the  31st  March,  1949,  Mr.  T.  L.  Spickett  retired  from  the  post 
of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Symmonds. 

Mr.  Spickett  had  spent  a lifetime  in  the  service  of  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Barry  and  it  is  interesting  to  look  back  through  Annual  Reports 
and  trace  his  long  career  with  the  Authority. 

As  far  back  as  1903  he  is  to  be  found  designated  as  “Clerk  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector”.  Later 
Reports  show  him  qualifying  as  a sanitary  inspector  in  1907  and  being 
appointed  Assistant  Inspector  to  the  Barry  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
in  the  following  year.  In  1909,  he  transferred  to  the  Town  as  an 
Assistant,  holding  this  post  until  1924  when  he  became  Chief  Inspector. 

Throughout  this  long  period,  Mr.  Spickett  at  all  times  displayed 
the  utmost  zeal  and  efficiency  and  it  can  be  readily  understood  why 
the  duties  of  his  office  became  far  more  to  him  than  a mere  job  of  work. 

Indicative  of  the  excellence  and  faithfulness  of  this  official  was  the 
Council’s  unanimous  decision  to  place  on  record  their  deep  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  services  rendered  to  the  Borough  by  Mr.  Spickett  and 
their  hope  that  he  might  enjoy  many  years  of  well-earned  retirement. 

A further  change  took  place  in  the  inspectorial  staff  in  June,  1949, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Jones  filling  the  vacancy— Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector — 
caused  by  the  advancement  of  Mr.  Symmonds. 

During  the  Year,  the  clerical  staff  was  the  subject  of  certain 
revisions  due  mainly  to  adjustments  made  necessary  through  adminis- 
trative changes  enforced  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Conclusion 

I should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Department  for  the  efficient  and  loyal  service  rendered  by  them  during 
the  Year  under  review  and  it  is  also  my  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of 
the  Authority  for  their  continued  support  and  kindness  during  this 
period. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


MARY  LENNOX, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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